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The N.T. is filled with warnings to believers to stay on track and not let their spiritual life drift off course. None of these warnings should ever cause a believer to question his positional salvation. 

Hebrews 2:1-3 . . . For this reason  [God’s plan is so great]  we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  12) For if the word spoken through angels  [Gal. 3:19]  proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3) how will we escape  [divine discipline]  if we neglect so great a salvation?
The author includes himself in verse 1 as needing to pay closer attention to what was taught because of the danger of drifting away.

drift away, PARARREO  v. aas; is used figuratively of persons, meaning to glide away, to swerve or deviate from something such as the truth, law, or precepts. This is the only time this word is used in the N.T.
LESSON #41  (3-8-12) 
There is another passage showing how believers can fail to persevere. Those who fail to heed the warning receive a just penalty for their disobedience. This is what so many believers fail to realize. They can't ignore God and get by with it.

Hebrews 12:25 . . . See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those  [1st Exodus generation]  did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.

Again, the writer of Hebrews included himself in the group that was not exempt from God's punish-ment for refusing to heed His warnings. 

Understanding verse 3 is critical. Verse 1 & 2 are clearly referring to the experiential life of believers. They reference perseverance, transgression, disobedience, and penalty. The idea presented is that God did not send His Son to save believers just for them to ignore His warnings and continue to live like unbelievers. 

Hebrews 1 describes the phenomenal future of Jesus Christ and believers who look forward to sharing His destiny. He has delivered us out of the meaningless existence of a life without Him. Those who care nothing about such things will receive a just penalty, divine discipline, and maybe even the sin unto death. That is what this warning is all about.
The believer’s eternal destiny is secure, their ticket to heaven is guaranteed, they have eternal life, but God expects them to “take hold of eternal life”, and they do that by executing the unique spiritual life He specially designed for His Royal Family. Believers ignore this at their own peril.  
How do believers neglect their so great salvation?

1. Negativity towards the Word of God

2. Failing to witness

3. Failing to pray

4. Living under the control of OSN, "the flesh, "the old man", "carnality"
5. Consistently using human viewpoint

6. Refusing to Rebound

7. Comparing themselves to other believers

So many verses warn believers that they can neglect their so great salvation & drift away from BD:

Galatians 5:19-21 . . . Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20) idolatry, sorcery  [drug addiction], enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21) envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you  [believers]  just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
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 “Our eternal security either depends solely upon God’s guarantees in Scripture, or it depends upon those guarantees plus our perseverance. If both are necessary, this is not a “tension” or a

“symmetry” but a contradiction.








    

"If the latter is necessary, it is a salvation by works. Only an eternal security based upon the promises of God and completely unrelated to the necessity of the believer’s perseverance in holiness can possibly be reconciled with the scores of passages which state the freeness of salvation in Christ.”    The Reign of the Servant Kings, Joseph Dillow, p. 225
In the first part of the 1 Timothy 5, Paul gave instructions how the church was to treat widows. In the eighth verse, he said the following:

1 Timothy 5:8 . . . But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

The one who denies the faith is contrasted with an unbeliever; so clearly he was not referring to unbelievers but to believers. He is saying that it is possible for believers to become worse than unbelievers. This certainly denies the idea that to be a true believer, you must keep the faith and persevere to the end.

LESSON #42  (3-15-12)
Galatians 5:1-4 . . . It was for freedom that Christ set  [v. aai]  us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.  2) Behold I, Paul, say to you that if [3 rd]  you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.  3) And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law  [James 2:10].    4) You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5) For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

Few verses have been used more than this one to prove a believer can lose his salvation or that he is not truly saved if he doesn’t persevere to the end. If being severed from Christ and falling from grace referred to unbelievers, Paul would have mentioned something about hell or the loss of heaven, eternal life, His imputed +Righteousness, the baptism, indwelling, sealing, or gifts of the Holy Spirit all of which are irrevocable, but he didn’t. 

Romans 11:29 . . . for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

The consequence he mentioned for being circumcised was to return to a yoke of slavery which was legalism.  Paul was warning believers not to fall back into a system of legalism that was prevalent at that time, eternal salvation had nothing to do with what he was saying. The entire thrust of the epistle was to emphasize the freedom a believer has as he travels the grace wheeltracks of life. A believer falls from that grace when he falls back into or submits himself to the slavery wheeltracks of legalism.

Hebrews 12:15 . . . See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God [falls from grace]; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;

2 Peter 3:17  . . . be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness  [fall from grace] . . .

1 Timothy 6:9-10 . . .  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10) For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

To be severed from Christ means that they were to be severed from the sanctifying effects of a relationship with Him but not from a saving relationship with Him.  Furthermore, to be severed from Christ and to fall from grace logically required a former standing in grace and connection with Christ from which to fall and be severed.
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“Two different ways of living the Christian life are being contrasted in Gal. 5, not two differing eternal states. What was Paul contrasting? Grace and law. Therefore, to fall from grace is to fall into law, not into damnation.”                        The Reign of the Servant Kings, Joseph Dillow, p. 425
If you understand verses 1-4, then you will understand the type of righteousness that is mentioned in verse 5.  Figure it out.  Is it referring to positional righteousness or experiential righteousness?                                             

Paul includes himself in those who were waiting for the hope of righteousness. This, of course, is referring to believers who already have imputed righteousness, so they certainly wouldn’t be hoping and waiting for something they already had.

LESSON #43  (3-20-12)
2 Peter 1:8-9 . . . For if these qualities [listed in vs. 5-7] are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9) For he [the believer] who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.

If a believer does not possess moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love that come from adding all diligence to faith, he can become useless and unfruitful.

The believer who lacks these qualities is blind and short-sighted. And remember, these qualities are only acquired by adding diligence to your faith. 

Verse 6 . . . applying all diligence, [spoude n. asf] in your faith, supply moral excellence, etc.

2 Peter 1:10-11 . . .  Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent  [SPOUDAZO, v. aam]  to make certain  [adj. BEBAIOS, something that can be relied on not to cause disappointment] about His calling and choosing you  [. . . Him who called us by/to His own glory and excellence. vs. 3];  for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11) for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

What happens to believers who don’t add diligence to their faith?

1) They don’t acquire the character traits that are listed.

2) They are useless.
3) They are unfruitful.
4) They are short-sighted.
5) They are blind.

6) They do not become partakers of the divine nature (vs.3).
7) They stumble.
8) Their entrance into the Kingdom will not be abundantly supplied. They will enter into the Kingdom, but it won’t be noticed. It won’t be any big deal.
What "make certain about His calling and choosing" does NOT mean:

“In urging his readers “to make certain about His calling and choosing you,” Peter is not merely urging them to engage in more strenuous activities on their part. He is rather concerned about their personal assurance that they are the called and chosen of God . . . “To make certain” indicates that their personal assurance of being called and chosen must be based on the appropriate evidence in their own lives. Believers’ robust spiritual growth confirms that God has called and chosen them. The blighted condition pictured in verse 9  destroys such assurance . . . election comes from God alone—but man’s behavior is the proof or disproof of it.” 

The Necessary Growth in the Christian Life: An Exposition of 2 Peter 1:5-11, by D. Edmond Hiebert: Bibliotheca Sacra, 1984 (561) (51). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary
“The assurance of the reality of faith comes with its product . . . one of the signs of eternal life is that its faith has a product, its continuance . . . When faith is real, it produces results and it 













    GTGR, 66
abides. This does not deny sin, carnality, or the backslidden person as demonstrated in Scripture, but it does maintain that real faith brings salvation, and that this salvation produces results which confirm and complete that faith."  A Biblical Definition of Saving Faith, H. Phillip Hook: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 121. 1964 (482) (139). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary
“. . . assurance is something a believer must gather by deduction from the change that he sees in his life. Salvation is promised in the Bible to those who believe. The only way, however, a person can know whether he has truly believed is by seeing the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work in his life. Therefore the nature of this fruit is an important issue if the believer is to know if he has eternal life. Among the Puritans whole volumes were written to teach how a person may have assurance of salvation, and to contrast false presumption with true assurance.”   Calvin and English Calvinism to 1649, pp. 52-138. Bibliotheca Sacra, Volume 147. 1990. Dallas Theological Seminary 
“How could Peter’s audience make their calling and election by God sure? In the same way James’s audience could—by examining the fruit of their lives that would either vindicate them as true believers or condemn them as professing hypocrites.”    Faith and Works In Paul and James, C. Ryan Jenkins: Bibliotheca Sacra, Volume 159. 2002 (633) (77). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary

At least Martin Luther got it right:

“Martin Luther wrote that saving faith is “the sort of faith that does not look at its own works nor at its own strength and worthiness, noting what sort of quality or new created or infused virtue it may be…. According to Luther it comes from relying on the promise of God’s mercy in the gospel, and not from any sense of internal change. “For certainty does not come to me from any kind of reflection on myself and on my state. On the contrary it comes solely through hearing the Word, solely because and in so far as I cling to the Word of God and its promise.” 
Quoted by Stephen Pfürtner, Luther and Aquinas on Salvation (New York: Sheed and Ward, 1964), p. 125: Bibliotheca Sacra. Volume 147. 1990 (585) (61). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
What does "make certain about His calling and choosing" mean?  It is another way of saying,  “strive to persevere to the end”..  We see this principle in the following verse:
2 Peter 3:17 . . .  be on your guard [make certain about His calling and choosing] so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall [stumble] from your own stead- fastness . . .
God calls and chooses/elects us, not only for eternal salvation, but also for other purposes. 

1 Peter 2:20-21 . . .  For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if, when you do what is right and suffer for it, you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21) For you have been called for this purpose,

1 Peter 3:9 . . . not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for this very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

Colossians 3:12 . . . And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, . . .  

We are called and chosen by God to be royal ambassadors because when we fulfill that role, we are making that call and choice of God certain in our lives. We do not automatically fulfill the high calling of being God’s ambassadors when we accept the gospel. So we must be diligent and strive to fulfill that high calling.

Ephesians 4:1 . . . Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called . . .

Philippians 3:14 . . . I  [Paul]  press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

LESSON #44  (3-22-12) 
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EASY BELIEVISM

“Easy believism” is certainly not a term of endearment. Zane Hodges wrote a critique of D.A.  

 Carson’s article in Westminster Theological Journal, entitled “Reflections on Christian Assurance.”

WRETCHED “EASY BELIEVISM  
“Not surprisingly, Carson also writes about ' “the wretched easy believism of many in the Western world who, having professed faith, feel no pull toward holiness and no shame when they take the elements.'  Of course, along with phrases like 'cheap grace' and 'mental assent, ' 'easy believism' is one of the jargon terms of the New Puritanism. Hardly ever are these expressions clearly defined and they become little more than religious 'cuss words' to hurl at one’s opponents and thus they serve as a substitute for calm and reasoned debate. As the quoted words of Carson show, 'easy believism' (whatever it is) is so obviously bad that it can be described as 'wretched' without further ado.”   Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Vol 22. 2009 (42) (31). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
“But does the rest of Carson’s quote actually define this term? No, not at all. Carson speaks of people who have 'professed faith' but are without a holy conscience. Are such persons saved? Not for Carson. But also not necessarily for anyone whom I know of in the Free Grace movement, either! As I have made clear in print, I emphatically do not believe that all professions of faith are real. I know of no Free Grace writer who would disagree with me about that.”    Ibid (p. 31)
“Why is this? First, to profess faith is not the same as believing, since the profession may be a lie. After all, Paul speaks of 'false brethren' down in Jerusalem who apparently only pretended to be Christians (Gal 2:4). But second, the content or object of a man’s faith may be false. If the true biblical gospel is not what is believed, then of course the professed believer has believed something that will not save him. Regrettably, many people believe a 'gospel' that is unbiblical. If that is all they have ever believed about the way of salvation, believing it will not save them. We are saved by believing truth, not error. That is to say, only the true gospel saves.”    Ibid (p. 31)
“Easy believism” is a term used by those who believe that works are necessary to maintain eternal salvation and those who believe that works are the evidence that one has truly been saved to accuse those who believe that eternal salvation is acquired entirely by faith alone, of distorting the gospel.

J. Kevin Butcher, pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Detroit, addressed this issue in an article in the Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society entitled, “A Critique Of The Gospel According To Jesus” by John Mac Arthur. 

“He [Mac Arthur] does well when he states his own position, describing 'Lordship Salvation' as a gospel that requires a faith that commits all (cf. pp. 169ff), a repentance that gives up sin (cf. pp. 159ff) and a submission to the 'mastership of Christ' (cf. pp. 203ff) before eternal life is apprehended. The Lordship gospel, according to Mac Arthur, speaks of a 'salvation that is a gift, yet costs everything' (cf. p. 140)."   Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Vol 02. 1989 (1) (28). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.

LINKED WITH VARIOUS FALSE GOSPELS
“MacArthur lumps the entire Free Grace Movement together with those who preach the health and wealth gospel (p.30). Decisionism—the notion that signing a card, raising a hand, or walking an aisle grants eternal life—is also suggested to be a mark of the Free Grace position (p. 21). Invitations like 'ask Jesus into your heart' are implied to be the catch-phrases of the majority of those who espouse this position (p.21)." ibid 
LABELED AS “EASY BELIEVISM
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“Probably Mac Arthur’s greatest misunderstanding of all is represented by the label 'easy believism.'  He seems to assume that the Free Grace position thinks it 'easy' for proud, unregenerate, spiritually blind, absolutely depraved, self-righteous man to trust an unseen, crucified, and resurrected Jesus alone for eternal life (p.77)!”
“In reality, however; the Free Grace position acknowledges that trusting in Jesus Christ alone is hard. For pompous man to admit his sinfulness and cast all his confidence upon the work done in
his behalf by an unseen Substitute is a task of the greatest magnitude. Indeed, it is an impossible task without the humbling, convicting work of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 'easy believism' is a label that cannot be accurately attached to the Free Grace Movement.”

‘The Free Grace Movement is unwilling to concede that the difficulty in salvation lies in man’s need to surrender himself totally to God as part of the act of saving faith.’

LESSON #45  (3-27-12)

SIMPLY “BELIEVING THE FACTS
“Finally, a corollary to this misreading of the Free Grace view is Mac Arthur’s constant diatribe concerning 'the believing of facts' (pp. 16ff). Proponents of the Free Grace Gospel are presented almost as if they were a group of unfeeling history professors proclaiming mere historical facts and promising eternal life to all who would simply affirm their accuracy. Again, this is a misrepresentation.”

“Certainly the Gospel consists of a set of facts and it is crucial that any presentation of the Gospel relate the correct facts (cf. 1 Cor 15:1–4). However, the concern of the Free Grace Gospel is not to ask for simple historical affirmation, but to call the individual to personal trust in the significance of these facts for himself. The moment the unbeliever recognizes his own sinfulness and believes that Christ alone has provided complete forgiveness through His death—in other words, at the moment of personal trust in Christ alone for salvation—that person is justified and receives the gift of eternal life.” 

“This definition of 'believing the facts' is a far cry from Mac Arthur’s demeaning reference to 'intellectual acquiescence' to historical data (p. 31). The former accurately reflects the Free Grace view of the Gospel.The latter does not.”  ibid
HARD BELIEVISM

“If one adopts Mac Arthur’s view of salvation, then gone are the days of responding to an unbeliever’s questioning heart with, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved' (Acts 16:31)! Simply quoting John 3:16 or Eph 2:8–9 would also not be enough. Evangelism 'Lordship style' has become a detailed series of explanations of theological terms and texts, conditions and promises. Consider what must be explained: Faith as commitment and obedience; repentance as a willingness to turn from and forsake all sin; submission to Christ as Master; and the relationship between taking up the cross and the work of Christ’s Cross.”

“The evangelist must also communicate to the new convert that he or she can be sure of eternal life as long as there is a continuance in faith (or, commitment and obedience). In all of this, the evangelist must be sure to communicate that salvation is not of works, but is a gift of God that man can never earn or contribute to. The practical inconsistencies are obvious.”

“With all of these criteria for receiving eternal life, how does the evangelist know when the Gospel has really been shared? How does the unbeliever know when it has been received? One wonders whether the woman at the well, the Philippian jailer, or the thief on the cross would have understood or had time to believe the complex and cumbersome gospel message implied by the Lordship position. The Gospel message was meant to be simply stated and easily understood.”  Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Vol 02. 1989 (1) (40). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
FREE AND COSTLY
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“For example, MacArthur claims that 'salvation is both free and costly' to the unbeliever (p. 140, a tenet that he suggests is a biblical paradox. However, a paradox, correctly defined, is a statement 
"that may seem unbelievable or absurd but may be actually true in fact.                                                                                                                                            

Thus, in this situation, to be a true paradox the term 'gift' must be able to involve the concept of 'necessary cost' to the receiver. This is, however, a logical (as well as theological, cf. Rom 11:6) impossibility. Just as up cannot equal 'down,' or it is no longer up, as soon as a 'gift' necessitates a price from the receiver; the gift is no longer a gift. It has become a possession purchased by the receiver.” Ibid p. 42
“Applied to the question at hand, to say that the gift of eternal life involves necessary cost to the unbeliever is not to state a paradox but a logical absurdity. It is a statement that has no possibility of being true if language is to retain meaning and ability to communicate. Truly, Christ calls the believer to a life of costly discipleship after receiving the gift of salvation. But to imply that the price of commitment is demanded as part of receiving the gift is to portray a gospel of nonsense.” 

Ibid p. 42
If external manifestations of spiritual fruit bring absolute proof of eternal life, how does one measure the fruit he or she produces?

“If assurance of salvation is based on external works, how does one differentiate between works produced by the flesh and those produced by the Spirit? Did not Paul suggest that an evaluation of the nature of our works should wait until the Judgment Seat of Christ?” 
Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Vol 02. 1989 (1) (41). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
1 Corinthians 4:1-5 . . . Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  2) In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.  3) But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.  4) For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.  5) Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.

“If there is no infallible way to determine the difference between works motivated by the flesh and those produced by the Spirit, is assurance through works practically possible?”  ibid p. 41
“What about the apparent believer who has seemingly manifested a solid, observable Christian experience for many years and then, suddenly, trauma enters his/her life and a degree of defection from Christianity occurs? At what point in the defection process is the assurance of eternal life lost? At the first moment of anger and unbelief? After a year of bitterness, or after ten years? After fornication or divorce or after a long term bout with gossip? Obviously, assurance of salvation based on the observance of works in one’s life is a position that brings more practical problems than solutions to the life of the believer.”   Ibid p. 41
LESSON #46  (3-29-12)

LORDSHIP SALVATION:

Colossians 2:6 . . .Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him. 

“[Receive] Christ Jesus as Lord” (v. 6, NIV, emphasis ours). Jesus and Lord are one Person, but so often we are prepared to accept His saviorhood without acknowledging His sovereignty. Indeed, perhaps this is one of our greatest failures, both in the preaching of the gospel and in the acceptance of the Christian message. Everybody wants to know his sins are forgiven and have an assurance of heaven, but it does not necessarily follow that this “easy believism” pre-pares us to bow to the demands of Christ as Lord of all life. To accept Christ as Lord means:"
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Lord of every thought and action,   Lord to send and Lord to stay,

Lord in speaking, writing, giving,    Lord in all things to obey;

Lord of all there is of me,                Now and evermore to be."
E.H. Swinstead, Olford, S.F., & Olford, D.L.'98). Anointed Expository Preaching (287). Nashville,TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers
 “ 'Put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.' What is involved in trust; trust is more than knowledge and belief. These two are basically intellectual. Trust is directed toward one person—Jesus. Trust is reliance upon, surrender to, and union with. It is an act of the will (volitional). When we surrender, we let God set the terms through His Word. This involves turning from sin and self (repentance), and relinquishing the control of our lives to Jesus (lordship), which inevitably results in a new lifestyle (2 Cor. 5:17). As the great Bible teacher Dr. Vance Havner used to say, “If you are like you have always been, you cannot possibly be saved.”   Faith & Mission, Vol 17. 1999 (2) (37). Wake Forest, NC: SE Baptist Theol Seminary.
“Like Spurgeon, Hudson Taylor was accustomed to saying: 'Christ must be Lord of all or not Lord at all' at every stage of our Christian life. It is a contradiction in terms to name Jesus 'Lord over part of life'. He can only be Lord of the whole of life . . .  In our preaching of the gospel, then, it is important to inculcate the initial acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord.”  ibid

“If a man or a woman is truly born again, obedience is not irksome or burdensome, but rather a discipline that  brings joy and thanksgiving. The following little chorus puts it well: Trust and obey, for there’s no other way.  To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey."  Ibid
Gerstner accuses dispensationalists of being guilty of easy-believism.

“Another basis of Gerstner’s charge of antinomianism against dispensationalism is his insistence that it teaches easy-believism, the exercise of what Gerstner calls “a mere nominal or dead faith”(p. 257; cf. p. 227). For him the good works of the Christian are “implicit in the faith from the beginning.” Vol. 149: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 149. 1992 (595) (274–275). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.

“In response to a dispensationalist’s quoting of John 5:24, Gerstner writes, “We only note that, when Christ uses the words believe, or faith, or trust … He means the real thing, a working faith and not a merely nominal faith. In fact, the faith that Christ speaks of has everything to do with works. That faith that Christ is talking about is a genuine, that is, a working faith” ibid

John 5:24 . . . Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

“The New Testament is replete with passages that present faith as the only requirement for receiving forgiveness of sin and eternal life and becoming a child of God (e.g., John 1:12; 3:14-16, 18, 36; 4:41-42; 5:24; 6:40, 47; 7:38; 9:35–38; 12:44; 14:1; 17:20; Acts 16:31; Rom 1:16; 3:22; 4:24–25; Eph 2:8–9; 1 Tim 1:16; Heb 11:6) . . . Gerstner’s problem is caused by confusing appropriation of salvation, God’s grace gift to the believing person (Eph 2:8–9), with commitment of life to Christ or discipleship, which is the believer’s response in gratitude to the Savior.” ibid

GOOD QUESTIONS:

“The practical outworking of lordship salvation teaching is fraught with serious problems. How much commitment is necessary? How long must the commitment last? If only committed people are saved, how can the Scriptures speak of carnal Christians? What about the saints in Corinth? Did they ever yield to Christ’s lordship? What about righteous Lot, whose salvation cannot be questioned (2 Pet 2:7–8), and about whom not one good thing is said in the Old Testament? Did he ever submit to and commit his life to the sovereignty of the Lord?”                  

Vol. 143: Bibliotheca Sacra. 1986 (569) (44). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
“As Ryrie has stated, 'The message of faith only and the message of faith plus commitment cannot both be the gospel; therefore one of them is a false gospel and comes under the curse of perverting the gospel or preaching another gospel (Gal 1:6–9), and this is a very serious matter.' 1 
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Some call the view presented in this article 'easy believism' or 'cheap grace,' but nothing about it is easy or cheap. Is grace ever cheap? Absolutely not, for it cost God His only Son.” 1   Charles C. Ryrie, Balancing the Christian Life, Chicago: Moody Press, '69, p. 170.  2 Vol. 143: Bibliotheca Sacra,'86 (569) (44). Dallas, TX, Theol Sem.                                                                                                                                            
LESSON #47  (4-3-12) 
The difference between Lordship salvation and the true gospel given in the Bible is not based on semantics or context. It is the difference between works and faith, life and death.

“As Ryrie has stated, 'The message of faith only and the message of faith plus commitment cannot both be the gospel; therefore one of them is a false gospel and comes under the curse of perverting the gospel or preaching another gospel (Gal 1:6–9), and this is a very serious matter.' 1 Some call the view presented in this article 'easy believism' or 'cheap grace,' but nothing about it is easy or cheap. Is grace ever cheap? Absolutely not, for it cost God His only Son.” 1   Charles C. Ryrie, Balancing the Christian Life, Chicago: Moody Press, '69, p. 170.  2 Vol. 143: Bibliotheca Sacra,'86 (569) (44). Dallas, TX, Theol Sem.

DON’T ARGUE

Believers must be careful not to forcefully insist thsy salvation is by faith alone to people who embrace Lordship salvation. We don’t win unbelievers to Christ by telling them that they are wrong or by arguing with them. 

If you put an unbeliever on his defensive, he will either put up an impenetrable wall or consider the conversation a competition or debate that he must win.  Oftentimes, we are tempted to argue, foolishly thinking that if we win the argument, the person will accept the gospel.

NOT SO ! All we have done is alienate them and made it harder for them to be saved. No one likes to be told they are wrong. Some are even insulted by such a remark. They will hold on tighter to the unbiblical notion they embrace, and there's a good possibility that their emotions will get involved.

Some people have developed “hair triggers” on certain issues because they have been yelled at and ridiculed by believers who were trying to prove they were right. Many unbelievers will not even talk to believers about anything they consider to be spiritual. 

USE DISCERNMENT

Phony baloney, junk religion seen on TV has turned off so many people. They think that all believers are like the nut jobs they see on TV, so they avoid any conversations with any Christians. Others have had bad experiences going to church because they have been donned for money, and people have judged them and gossiped about them. They think all church-goers are hypocrites, so they have no desire to talk to people who go to church.

These people will give you a hard time if they are in the mood to argue. They may chat with you for a while, but if they don't want to go there, they will just change the subject. 

Perhaps the greatest reason believers have a hard time engaging others in conversation about Jesus Christ, the gospel, or the Bible is because they are abysmally ignorant regarding spiritual matters and don’t want that ignorance to show. Some are afraid that any conversation involving God, heaven, hell, eternity, Jesus Christ, salvation, denominations, abortion, homosexuality, evolution, the Rapture, the Ten Commandments, prayer, divine healers, spiritual gifts, tithing, war, or the Bible, is too controver-sial to discuss. They are afraid someone will get upset.
Do you know how to cut through all of this and reach people? _______________________________ 

What if they say they don’t want to talk about Jesus, salvation, spiritual things, etc.; what can you do?

Ask them, “Why?” Don’t come across as forceful or demanding but like you are just curious.  

“The practical outworking of lordship salvation teaching is fraught with serious problems. How much commitment is necessary? How long must the commitment last? If only committed people 

are saved, how can the Scriptures speak of carnal Christians? 
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Vol. 143: Bibliotheca Sacra. 1986 (569) (44). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
LESSON #48  (4-5-12) 
Witnessing for Christ is not talking without listening. Christians tend to talk when they should be listening to discover what the non-Christian is thinking and what he believes.
During the course of some religious discussions an unbeliever might say, “I believe all you have to do to go the heaven is keep the Golden Rule and the Ten Commandments.” The Christian does not have to disagree, at this point, but may help the non-Christian think his way to the truth by saying, “That is an interesting point-of-view.” After an appropriate pause, the Christian might then ask the non-Christian, “By the way, how are you doing? Are you keeping the Golden Rule and the Ten Commandments? The honest non-Christian will admit that he is not doing very well. Then the Christian might add, “Well, that is why Christ died. He died to pay the penalty for the times that we do not keep the Golden Rule or the Ten Commandments.” Vol. 4: Chafer Theological Seminary Journal, Volume 4. 1998 (4) (34). Fountain Valley, CA: Chafer Theological Seminary.

We need to listen to people without interrupting them! The temptation is to straighten out false doctrines and misconceptions.  But don’t do that.  Hear them out. 

We not only need to find out what they believe, but why they believe what they believe. Some people are good at expressing what they believe but really never thought about why they believe it. 

It is important to understand what they believe so you can pinpoint your response to exactly where the problem is without going off on rabbit trails that would confuse the issue. If they profess to be Christians, ask them how their (false) perspective lines up with the Bible. 

For instance, if someone says people must produce good works in order to be saved, you might ask them where they got that idea. If they say, “the Bible”, of course you would ask them, “Where”? If they give a passage (which has been taken out of context), ask them to explain it. Then give them a verse  that contradicts the one they used to substantiate their false doctrine. 

Example: They go to this verse to prove that works are necessary to be saved:

James 2:17 . . . Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

You ask them to explain how that harmonizes with:
Ephesians 2:8-9 . . . For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of your-selves, it is the gift of God;  9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

LESSON #49  (4-10-12) 

Of course, there comes a time when believers need to give pertinent information to those they're witnessing to or discuss some kind of doctrine. The best time to do this is when they ask questions. It is great when they ask questions, but even then, we must be careful not to give them more informa-tion than they want or can handle. Usually, the less you say the better.

Make sure they understand what you are saying, especially if you use theological or spiritual terms that they may not be familiar with. Don’t try to impress them with your biblical vocabulary or your knowledge of the Bible. Keep it simple.

It’s best to talk to people about spiritual matters in private if it is possible. It is embarrassing for some people to discuss “religion” around other people. 
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They are worried about what others think about them and it’s hard for them to concentrate. They may be under the conviction of the Holy Spirit but they don’t want anyone to know it.

Another reason to try to talk with people in private is because other people may interrupt and try to change the subject. Or, they may want to argue about a point that isn’t even relevant to the conversation.

Believers must remember Ecclesiastes 3:7 . . . [There is] a time to be silent and a time to speak.

This is relevant when imparting truth to an unbeliever or a believer. Don’t try to give the whole realm of doctrine in one conversation. They probably don’t have a frame of reference for many doctrines and it could just confuse them.

Also, when a person shows no sign of positive volition, they just want to argue or change the subject, then it’s time to let it go. It’s time to go on to other things. We try to persuade people to believe but we are never to pressure, cajole, coerce, nag, beg, or badger people. None of those things are necessary because It is the Holy Spirit’s job to convict them, not ours. Our job is to pass on the truth of God’s Word and the Holy Spirit takes it from there.

If a Christian understands this, he or she will not feel rejected when someone refuses to accept the truth they impart. We are not responsible for the negative volition of others. You have done your job well when you have given the gospel or biblical truth accurately to someone. You haven’t wasted your time even if they don’t accept a thing you’ve said.
Isaiah 55:10-11 . . . For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:  11) So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

When you impart biblical truth to someone who rejects it, you have not failed, nor has God. He has accomplished something in you because His Word has prospered in you. And because His Word has accomplished spiritual growth in you, He will prosper and reward you. 

LESSON #50  (4-12-12)

REJECTING THE BIBLE







         

Since Christians use the Bible as their absolute guidebook, we can anticipate attacks on its veracity. If one can poke holes in the Bible then they can undermine and discredit your beliefs. We must be prepared to deflect their attacks on the Bible and show them that the Bible is reasonable, rational, and logical. We need to explain to them why we believe it is God’s revelation of Himself and His plan to us.

"Any person of ordinary intelligence, anywhere and at any time, can know that God exists as the Creator of the universe (Ps 19:1-6; Rom 1:18-20, etc.). Such a person also has a conscience in which God has written His moral law (Rom 2:14-16), knows that he or she has broken this law many times, and realizes that there must be judgment from God as a result. When the gospel is preached, the sinner knows by the convicting power of the Holy Spirit that this is the truth and is the only means of escape from the wrath to come. There are, however, many persons who resist the witness of creation and of conscience. We should be prepared to reason with them. God offers to all: 'Come now, and let us reason together … though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow…'  (Isa. 1:18)." 
APOLOGETICS    Defending the Bible falls under the heading of apologetics.
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"Apologetics generally has to do with the defense of the truth-claims of Christianity. The word apologetics comes from the Greek apologia, a term from criminal law and the courts meaning to make a speech of defense, a verbal defense, a reply to a formal charge—an answer or a vindi-
cation. One of the complaints of the new evangelicals, and one of the reasons for the break to form a new evangelical coalition in the 1940s, was fundamentalism’s alleged intellectual defi-ciency and inability. This dissatisfaction eventually led to the formation of the Fuller Theological Seminary in 1947, one purpose of which was to create an academic center and think tank for evangelical apologetics and philosophy of religion. The new evangelicals were annoyed with what appeared to them to be evangelism carried on by proof-texting and narrations of personal experiences. 
"This was no way, in their opinion, to make the truth-claims of Christianity intellectually respectable and to penetrate the culture for Christ."  The New Evangelism and Apologetics, Dr. Roland D. McCune,  Vol. 6: Detroit Baptist Seminary Volume 6. 2001 (73). Detroit: Detroit Baptist Seminary.
"At the center of any defense and propagation of the truth-claims of Christianity stands the matter of ultimate and absolute authority, an authority for which no greater authorization can be given . . . the leaders of the new evangelicalism in fifty years have abandoned the sense of an absolute and infallible religious authority, and today the evangelical movement is groping to find some kind of a basis or an authority to meet a rootless, non-absolutist, relativist culture on the culture’s own terms with the claims of the living and true God. Ibid (75-76)
"It is not over-simplifying things to say that all methodologies [of apologetics] can be classified in one of two groups. The first includes those who accept the Scriptures as sole authority consis-tently; the other includes all those who substitute something other than the Bible as ultimate authority. The latter may appeal to authorities such as logic, philosophy, science, or the decrees of the church. 
"At any rate, it all boils down to human reasoning in one form or another. In simplest language, ultimate authority in theology and apologetics is either God or man; either the self-contained triune God and His self-attesting witness to a self-identifying Christ in the Scriptures is the final court of appeal, or else man pronounces the final verdict, if only to verify the truth-claims of Christianity." Ibid (79-80)
Total biblicism or total presuppositionalism is the apologetical methodology where:

"The Christian message is to be accepted on the basis of the authority of the living God, and divine authority ceases to be such when poured through the funnel of creaturely validation or arrived at through purely human cognitive processes. The controlling presupposition in this methodology, for which no greater authorization can be given, is that the one living and true God, eternally existing in self-contained tri-unity, has revealed Himself inerrantly in the self-attesting Scriptures of the Protestant canon. This foundational axiom is drawn from the canon itself, i.e., it is the underlying claim and overt testimony of Scripture to itself and to God the author of the Bible, who is also the source, maker, sustainer, and controller of all things in the universe."  Ibid (79)
"It is plainly admitted by some new evangelicals that there are two authorities in theology and apologetics—the Bible and human reason. Others, not being so bold, tacitly admit the same by using the empirical process of verifying the Bible’s authenticity and truth-claims in order to be certain that provisional faith was not irrationally founded. Verification presupposes some sort of independent criteria by which to test divine authority—call this logic, systematic consistency, coherence, applicability, adequacy, or whatever. But without the governance of this outside authority, the new evangelical apologists would face the dreaded charge of circular reasoning—of proving the Bible from the Bible. What, then, is the ultimate religious authority for them? 
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It appears clearly to be the authority of the independent criteria, rational and/or empirical, to which the Bible is subjected to determine its consistency, coherence, and truthfulness. This testing/verifying process then dictates whether the Scriptures can be affirmed or rejected by thinking people. If the Bible is tested by certain criteria to determine and/or verify its truthfulness, then man is the ultimate authority."  Ibid (109)
When someone receives information, they go through an automatic process in their mind to determine certain things about that information. Is it good or bad, helpful or harmful, true or false, useful or use-less? This is done on the basis of  our own value system, norms and standards, and the evidence supporting the information. Sometimes, the evidence can be so convincing that it can change what we previously believed. It is not a matter of authority but of choice.

When one is persuaded to buy a new car, it is not because the salesman, or the evidence he presented,  had authority over the buyer, it’s because the buyer chose to buy the new car based on the facts that the salesman pointed out such as price, gas mileage, comfort, style, etc.

When one is persuaded to believe the gospel, it is not because of the Christian, or the evidence he presented, had authority over him. It is because the person chose to accept the biblical facts and because of the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit, John 16:7-11, Matt. 16:16-17, 1 Thess. 1:5.
Dr. McCune revealed his presuppositional and motivating idea behind his argument that the Bible does not need to be defended by evidence, it simply needs to be believed.

"Clark and Carnell would both have been better advised to follow their Reformed theological instincts and call for sovereign supernatural grace (i.e., divine illumination) to implant an intuitive certainty of Scripture’s truthfulness as a sure basis for divinely-endowed faith. Ibid (105)

A truly biblical apologetics method must knock out all props of self-help and every vestige of intellectual autonomy of the natural man so that his only recourse is the sovereign grace of a loving God who has revealed Himself inerrantly in the self-accrediting Bible."  Ibid (115)

If no one is able to trust in the gospel unless God gives them the faith to do so (divinely-endowed faith), then no amount of evidence would persuade anyone to believe the gospel. However, there are theologians who believe in giving evidence to validate the truthfulness of the Bible.

